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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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touched. It is moved by the things it should be moved by. To have such a heart is to have chosen to be responsive to God and receptive to the words He has spoken. Some, however, have a heart that is "past feeling" (Ephesians 4:19).


    This sort of heart is without "natural affection" (Romans 1:31 KJV), and is not "easy to be entreated" (James 3:17 KJV). Having lost its sensitivity by repeated refusals to respond, the hard heart can no longer be touched or affected by stimuli that once would have moved it quite easily. It's difficult to imagine a more serious problem than this condition of character (Romans 2:5).


In God's providence, each of us is confronted each day with facts that ought to move us. Whether we are willing to be moved is a question of character, and such questions of character demand our most sober attention. The whole issue of spiritual growth hangs in the balance as we make the daily decisions that determine our responsiveness, the sensitivity of our hearts.





What is this darkness? What is its name? Call it an aptitude for sensitivity. Call it a rich sensitivity, which will make you whole. Call it your potential for vulnerability.


Meister Eckhart





(Word Point, Gary Henry)





			JP


___________________________


Life's problems tend to make us bitter or better, one or the other





(That's Life)





The value of a promise is based upon the power and faithfulness of the one who promises. "It shall be done for you" is the promise regarding our prayers, and it is Jesus who promises: "If you abide in me and my words abide in you, you will ask what you desire and it will be done for you" (Jn. 15: 7). Add to this the promise of John 14: 14, I (Jesus) will do it" and that of John 16: 23, "He (the Father) will give to you," and the promise becomes doubly sure. There is power in prayer.


   The if-clause must not be over looked, however. Effective prayer relies upon a proper relationship with Jesus Christ-"if you abide in me"-which in turn relies upon a proper attitude toward His word "And my word abide in you."


If you abide in me


   We must abide in Christ if our prayers are to be effectual. Just as the branch must abide in the vine if it is to receive nourishment and bear fruit, so we must abide in Christ the true vine if we are to be spiritually alive, spiritually nourished, spiritually productive, being effectual through the power of our prayer.


   The word "abide" appears ten times in the context. Merrill C. Tenney correctly observes that this word "means the maintenance of an unbroken connection rather than 


repose, and bespeaks the necessity of a constant active relationship 





When we have Jesus' words abiding in us, we desire that God's "will be done on earth as it is in heaven"(Matt. 6: 10). While we express to God our will in various circumstances, we do not seek to impose our will upon Him. Rather, we pray that His will be done in everything, submitting our will to His and thereby receiving "what we desire" in answer to our prayers.


   The following process becomes clear: Jesus' words abide in us, enabling us to abide in Jesus, enabling us in turn to pray effectually, with confidence that what we desire will be done.


Two extremes 


   We marvel at those who question God's answer to prayer. One brother was heard to say that none of his prayers had ever been answered. Strange words, indeed! No prayer that is prayed in the right spirit by a righteous men escapes God's attention. He hears every one.


   We marvel on the other hand at those who reject Jesus' teaching, tread His name and word underfoot, and still think that in times of crisis and panic they can pray effectually. The prayers of such are an abomination (Prov. 28: 9).


   Abide in Jesus; let His words abide in you; then pray with absolute confidence and assurance that God will provide what you desire.








					





CONDITIONS OF EFFECTUAL PRAYER:


PROPER RELATIONSHIPS


By


Bill Hall








Between the believer and his Lord, if the resultant life is to be productive." Maintenance, not repose! We cannot rest, naively assuming that once we have become attached to our Lord we shall automatically continue to abide in Him. We must work to maintain that relationship. The means by which we abide in Him is stated clearly in the second if-clause…


If My words abide in you 


   We cannot abide in Jesus unless Jesus' words abide in us. When we have his words abiding in us we are consumed with learning and obeying His teaching. We frequently have our bibles in hand. We give ourselves to an unhurried reading of his teaching, pausing to meditate, and allowing the truth to "soak in." We find ourselves in a reflective mood, asking ourselves where we might fall short of His will. 


   When we have Jesus' words abiding in us, we take on a new identity, shedding our old identity in favor of that of Jesus. Jesus dwells in us. When others see our conduct they see a reflection of Jesus. We are compassionate toward the unfortunate, patient in suffering, attentive to little children, unruffled by persecution, angered by sin, concerned for the lost humbly resigned to God's will, seeking


first the kingdom of heaven and righteousness in our lives. The world does not understand us. Just as the world did not understand Jesus (Jn. 15: 18).








Tender Hearts


" . . . because your heart was tender, and you humbled yourself before the Lord when you heard what I spoke against this place and against its inhabitants, that they would become a desolation and a curse, and you tore�your clothes and wept before Me, I also have heard you," says the Lord. (2 Kings 22:19)





It is our choices that determine our character, and one very critical choice is whether to have a heart that is "tender" with respect to God. Although we have minds that are capable of knowing God, this knowledge is not automatic. We have to choose to be receptive and responsive. Evidently Josiah had made such a choice, and it is a wonderful thing that God said about him: "You humbled yourself . . . when you heard what I spoke." On the other hand, no sadder thing can be said than the verdict pronounced by God upon certain ones in Isaiah's day: "When I called, you did not answer; when I spoke, you did not hear" (Isaiah 65:12). To fail to respond to God is a serious failure.


If we may use the word "impressionable" in a positive sense, that is what the tender heart is. Like clay that is soft enough to receive an impression, the tender heart is capable of being "impressed," or influenced, by God. It feels and responds naturally. The tender heart can be 
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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;   Sis. Elaine  Sis. Elaine Clem; Bro. Wes Guyton's


mother; Courtney Smith and her health 


problems.  I want to call special attention 


to Bro. Rick Hulsey and his battle with   


cancer . Also remember his mother.


Those who are traveling, The Burkes,


Bro. Wes Guyton, the Gays and all the


Young People who are returning home


from the teen forum.


_______________________________





Many thanks to Bro. David Maxson for


His efforts in the series of lessons presented


and to all the young people who came to 


   make this forum possible. If you take these lessons


and apply them to your life it will have


been a success.


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Dion Clark


Song Leader---Brad Bowman


Lord's Supper---Steve Tramell


   Asst. 1-----Ken Gay


   Asst. 2-----Malcolm Smith


   Asst. 3-----Garrett Douthitt


   Asst. 4-----Rex Veteto


   Asst. 5-----Jordan Huff


2nd Prayer----Zachary Huff


Read Scripture---Rodee Bruns


Sermon-------David Maxson


Announcements----Cecil Douthitt


Closing Prayer-----Drew Bowman


Sunday PM Service


Special Service 


By


Steve Tramell 





Lord's Supper----Steve Tramell


Announcements----Cecil Douthitt


Closing Prayer-----Jason Gaston


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---TBA


Invitation---TBA


Closing Prayer---TBA





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














